POSSIBLE TYPHOON DISPLACEMENT OF A CHINESE GOSHAWK TO GUAM
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The Chinese Goshawk (dccipiter soloensis) is usnally
avery rare transient in the Marianas island chain. Prattet
al. (1987) listed the Chinese Goshawk from Guam, but
provided no documentation. Thus, Reichel and Glass
(1991) listed the species as hypothetical for Guam. An
influx of this bird was seen 19 September to 2 October
1992 (Stinson 1992, Stinson et al. 1995). This influx may
have been attributable to storm disruptions (Stinson et
al. 1995).

I (EHW) observed a Chinese Goshawk fly into Guam
from the north on 20 November 1992. It did not appear to
land on the island. This record was approximately two
months after the previous Chinese Goshawk reports
which were attributed to the disruption of the normal Sep-
tember-to-early-October migration from Japan to the Phil-
ippines by Typhoon Ryan 12-13 September 1992 (Stinson
et al. 1995). The observation is significant because it
extends the duration of the Chinese Goshawk geographic
disruptions from 12 days to more than two months, ex-
tends the duration of this disruption approximately one
month beyond the normal migration time northwest of
this region [from Korea to Tiawan via Kyushu and the
Ryukyus], and indicates that five major typhoons in the
preceding three months (28 August to 24 November 1992)
in this region may have disrupted bird geographic distri-
butions more severely than Stinson et al. (1995) suggested.
Wiles etal. (1993) positively identified four Chinese Gos-
hawks from Cocos Island, Guam, and reported a number
of apparent sightings of this bird from Guam from the
autumn of 1992 until mid-January 1993. Our record fur-
ther supports his apparent records and suggests this was
along-term displacement. Wiles et al. (2000) list addi-
tional sporadic sight records of the Chinese Goshawk
throughout Micronesia of this bird from 1993 through
1998 and one collection on Guam 19 September 1994.

Stinson et al. (1997) and Wiles et al. (2000) suggest
that “... small numbers of Chinese Goshawks are regular
winter visitors to western Micronesia”, but “In rare years,
such as 1992, abundance is noticeably higher” (Wiles et

al. 2000: 267). We believe that our record adds credence
to the multiple-typhoon displacement suggestion for ex-
plaining the unusual occurrence of Chinese Goshawks in
Micronesiain 1992.
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